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Abstract

The purpose and the objectives of the present work start from the fact that the modern view on “global
issues”™, including the redefinition of the reformism are claimed from the interest which they stand for all that
influences in a direct manner the social-economic and political life of the nations, the material prosperity and
the spiritual progress of all the society members, regardless to source factors of these actions or process,
nowadays together and in the same time in our contemporaries’ consciousness, the rapport cause and effect
getting a sense of the issues of the human civilization, which claims an exclusively multi and
interdisciplinary approach.

Keywords: globalization, the reformists, the modernizers, the overcome of the nation, state frontiers
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Introduction

We find ourselves in times in which we equally need integrative syntheses and holistic
visions, and especially the redefinition of the reformism as the right answer to the globalization
defiance.

This thing imposes itself under the conditions of severe global matters — economic and
financial — with which the worldwide economy, especially the evolved economies, is confronting.

We must remember that the complexity is increased, which imposes a reorganization of the
perspective, especially of the tools we operate with. The seriousness of the global matters is
increasing as they are being approached under traditional terms, in the perspective and with the
tools used in the past. The understanding and the mastering of the present day complexity of the
globalization and of its contagious effect over the global economy, demands in a necessary way an
understanding of the matters, new concepts, new paradigms and new options.

A great number of articles from the reference literature treats in a responsible manner that
the human race has never faced such complex aspects, hard to solve and even dangerous.

Literature review

The reference literature approaches at multiple levels the globalization issue and the
complexity of the problems it arises. Such approaches can be found at: Jean Jaques
Sevan-Schreiber in his book “The American Defiance”; Francois Perroux in his article “Le
desarment et la d’estabilisation de I’economie de marche”; Hans Peler Martin and Harold
Schuman in “The Globalization Trap”; Jean-Luis Macchiavelli in “Multinationales et
mondialisation”; Waget Isabelle in “Crises et les politiques economiques” etc.
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The present work implies a debate of the reformism redefining need as an answer to the
complex problems created by globalization and it is constituted a continuation of the issues
approached by the author in articles such as “The Dimensions Of The Globalization And Its
Impact Over The Financing-Banking Sector” (The Romanian American Study and Art Academy
Congress from 2007); *“ Monetary Policies. Connections and Influences over Globalization”
(“Transition Management” International Preliminary Examination — Valahia University - 2006)
etc.

THE REDEFINITION OF THE REFORMISM - THE RIGHT ANSWER
TO THE GLOBALIZATION DEFIANCE

1. Reformism vs. Globalization

The economic policy of the last few years has been trying to answer to the increased
globalization of the economy. The competition within the economic site was started, and the
policy of the site has become a fashion in the last decade. The economic site from the great
European countries is not able to cope with the competition, say the economic representatives.
They state that the evolution has failed and great efforts have to be made in order to find new
connections to the world economy. The international financial markets evaluate euro at a higher
level, without reproaching the fact that they over evaluate euro at an even higher level.

For many years, no ceremony speaker has held a speech without emphasizing the perils of
the globalization and without lamenting over the week capacity of competing with the European
economic placement. In the 60’s Jean Jaques Servan-Schreiber published the book “The American
Defiance”, received enthusiastically, in which he was drawing attention on the dangers which was
coming from the American economy. There was the fear that great American companies would
buy European companies. Today there is a fashion of the opposed phenomenon. Now we are
worried that the American trusts and the companies from other countries invest too little in
Europe. Today, it is said that the countries in which the foreign companies settle show a high
degree of placement quality, while this is reduced in the countries from which they withdraw.

The European experts, led by interests in the economic placement — have discovered that
besides the invasion of the yellow-Japanese ants, a new danger: this time from the Asian tigers —
especially the Chinese who threaten the national economies of the west. This talk has silenced
lately. The Asian tigers have considerable competition problems and can stop the deregulation of
the national currency only with the help of the international community of the states. The
International Monetary Found and the World Bank play the part of the firefighter. We have three
guesses who will stand the consequences of these wrong evolutions of the business, real estate,
credit fields, which can’t be supported. Of course, not the ones who mistook should be made
responsible alone for this. For those mistaken decisions, the contributors, the bank clients, the
shareholders will be made responsible.

The present day worldwide financial problems - USA, Europe, Asia — and the part played
by the International Monetary Found prove once again that the neoliberal of the deregulation is not
a panacea. There is no doubt that the financial markets are globalized. But the hope that many
experts sill have in the free circulation of capital and in the flexible exchange rates have not
become true. The international financial markets don’t need deregulations; on the contrary, they
need regulations. The Bretton-Woods Committee chaired by Paul Volcker, the former president of
the Emission American Bank, made proposals in this respect. The quotation international stag,
George Soros doesn’t get tired to ask for a regulation of the international markets in order to
speculate.
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The globalization talk and the economic placement in Europe generated into a quarrel with
meaningless slogans. Not only did they ask to supplant the regulations demanded by the
neoliberals, but before everything the decrease of costs. It is stated that, at the increasing of the
global economy, the national economies can answer only with a competition for the lowest taxes
on enterprises, salaries, social services and reduced employees rights.

The supporters of the decreasing of the costs in Europe pretended for a long time that they
are the “reformers” and the ones who “modernize”. In the past, the Europeans understood by
reform, judgments of the legislative, who were in favor of the people. After the reform, many
people led a better life. In the official document, entitled “New Global Age”, OECD underlined
“the energy which creates wealth of the economic system market oriented of the 20" century”.
This is the march from the social market economy towards the mass poverty. This could be the
dream for every society which knows less wealth and freedom and which sees in unemployment a
fate caused by their own mistakes. There is no wonder therefore the fact that no association of the
employers in Europe is so stubborn to see the unemployment cause as being in the social carrying
and protection labor measures, as the OECD specialist do, who, at their turn, have their
headquarters in the elegant Arrondissement 16 from Paris, having safe jobs, very well-paid and
favored by taxes. It’s time the reform concept were given the original meaning. People must
connect to the reform concept, to the political and social changes which can offer them bigger
chances and grater life standards. The participation of the employees at the productive wealth is,
for example, a reform which has to be done in years. The ecological renewal of the tax system is
another reform which we need to enrich the living standards of the future generations. The ease of
the great tax work is another reform needed to be able to offer more jobs. The increase of the
amount offered for mothers to raise the children is another reform expected by many Europeans.
But not only that the supporters of the wrong teaching about the competition for the cost decrease
are named reformers, they are also named modernizers. The meaning of the concept modernization
is changed in its opposite. In Europe, the idea of modernity is connected to the idea of illuminist
philosophy. In the centre of the illuminist philosophy is the idea of individual freedom of each
individual. The illuminist philosophy was based on the French revolution under the slogan Liberté,
Egalité, Fraternité. The freedom, the chance equality and solidarity are, according to this
philosophy, the background of a modern society. Modernity must bring each individual a certain
maximum degree of freedom, equality of chances and social solidarity. The concept of modern
doesn’t match with the reduction of the employees’ rights, with the decreasing of the social
facilities, with the decreasing number of work training. The concept of modern is situated at the
opposed pole towards the noeliberal doctrine. This fact isn’t changed by the fact that supporters of
the neoliberal ideas are called modernizers and reformers. In their attempt to accomplish their
political aims, the modernizers and the reformers among the conservatives have to face a
contradiction which cannot be solved. The market liberalism, which was wrongly transfigured
with the “reform” or “modern” label, can lead to the destruction of the traditional values and
structures, which for the conservatives worldwide represented the background of their activity.
The demand of a free mobility of the employees or of unlimited weekend work destroys the
family. The social disintegration and the loss of the work place lead to despair, drug and alcohol
addiction. The fact that the party representatives announce that they are in fact the reformers, can
be explained by a mistaken understanding of the concept of reform. At the global level it has been
started the debate around the theme if the neoliberalism has the right answers for globalization.
The main hypothesis which lays at the basis of the debate about globalization is false. We have
globalized financial markets, but we also have goods regional markets, which means European or
American markets in national economies, in a great amount closed. The theses according to which
a billion Chinese people are waiting to put aside the European employer can be heard in
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professors’ lectures. This has the same intellectual quality as the password which, for decades, has
been maintained inspite of the truth, according to which “The Russian is right in the doorway.”

The most part of the employees from all over the world would like to find better wok
conditions in their countries. For this, we must help with a policy that can offer the other one a
proper chance in competition, thus in the end to be able to help himself. And in this case a forced
cost decreasing production policy can lead to severe damages. The one who seeks to push away
from the market not only other companies, but also whole nations, forces people to look for
salvation in running away from their own country. This applies to Europe too. If we conquer
external markets by salary dumping, we mustn’t be wondering if the employees from these
countries will soon be knocking at our door. Therefore, just in the European Monetary Union each
of us should take action as much as we can afford. No one is allowed to demand a higher salary
from what can be earn in his country, and neither a smaller one. The forced decreasing policy of
the costs destroys, therefore, the European Monetary Union, because it forces the others to a
deflationist sphere. The globalization is the most often used excuse for the failure of the European
economy. And in this case, the numbers are without comment. Europe holds a record in what
regards unemployment, the state dues and the indebtness of the employees and of the employers
with taxes and dues. The mistaken economic and financial policy follows the false belief that the
national economies must react to the globalization through a competition regarding the decrease of
the production costs. This is the central topic of the entire debate: we are not allowed to react at the
increase of the independence of the national European, even worldwide economies by a
competition for reduced salaries and social services, as well as for reduced taxes for companies
and environment standards. This “downsizing” of the national economies is not the answer to a
nation’s globalization.

More and more state people from Europe admit that this competition for downsizing the
costs is a mistake. Under the downsizing of the taxed venues conditions, all the European salaries
cannot support the infrastructure needed to promote the increase and the ocupability. Thus it is
possible to take advantage of the favorable taxation in another country, but in the same time the
use of the infrastructure in their country. This form of competition in the field of taxation should
be regulated by international conventions, which means it should be avoided.

The market radicalism seduced some by attributing the market the only primness for the
entire world community, in such a way that the question, how do we want to live, could get an
answer just from the market. These under the term in which the School from Freiburg could
already consider that “a necessary and strong state”. A state which has to be able to “create a space
for free competition and to impose a policy by promising to preserve this competition”. The
founder of this school was Walter Eucken. This economic doctrine was imposed in the times of
Ludwig Erhard, promoted by the economy professor from Koin, Alfred Muler-Armack.
Surprisingly, the ideal good of the school from Freiburg has been lost in a great amount lately.
How else could we understand the fact that the demand for an international setting subordinated to
the free competition had to face so many misunderstandings and rejections from those countries. In
the same way how for the economists of the Freiburg school it is out of any discussion the fact that
the market economy must be joined by a national coordinated setting, in the case of the increase of
the Europeanization of the economy is a sine qua non thing, to demand for a setting European
subordinated. It is also clear that for, in the case of the amplification of the globalization, to
demand for a subordinated setting, valid for the entire world, in which free competition can
develop. The global market radicalism is a world declaration made to politics. The claim for a
subordinated international setting is, therefore, of international cooperation for: the settlement of
the exchange rates; an installments policy oriented towards the stability and increase; a clear
regulation of the financial tools; a budgetary policy oriented towards the occupation of the work
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force; a correct policy of the taxes; a joint policy of the technologies; an international social carta;
a global program against the destruction of the environment; a durable strengthening of the
internal demand.

This international demand for cooperation is not an abandonment of the competition, but a
premise for a free competition of the companies. Our argumentation doesn’t oppose the
competition for greater financial market stability, grater productivity, by using novelty and better
products, but against absurd competition of the salaries, of the social welfare, of the environment
standards and of the taxes over the venues brought by the capital. Few of them are new in their
substance, if we remember the depreciation competitions of the currencies from the 20” and the
70’ and their terrible end.

The right answer to globalization is a correct competitiveness on the financial markets
regarding the productivity and the standards of the companies. We need a good education, good
schools, good universities, good research institutes, good infrastructure when it comes to
transportation on roads, railroads and data highways. We want the highest energetic productivity,
because with a good environment technique, the country has greater chances to disserve the
markets of the future. Europe has to be the best in the field of developing technologies of energy
economy and in developing regenerative energies, due to the fact that the fissile resources are
almost finished and the future generations will depend on the regenerative energies. If there is a
global theme, then this is not of the competition of the economic setting understood in a mistaken
way, but of the mission of the state community to leave to the next generations an environment in
which it’s worth living. In this case, the neoliberal credo doesn’t apply. The deregulation of the
financial standards and of the environment would be the last thing that would serve this purpose.
We need European environment standards and, how the Conference from Rio, and the last one
from Japan showed, a global understanding of the environment policy objectives, to be followed
by the global state community. Only when the industrial states which are capable of globalization,
could we stop the global process of environment destruction. The tool of the market economy to
reach these objectives is the environment reform of the financial system, of taxes and dues. It will
mark the right price signals and it will have as a consequence, a greater protection of the
environment.

The increase of the energy productivity is a chance to create new work places, with the help
of new technologies and of new production procedures. The very developed industrial societies
already dispose of the technological knowledge and the financial means to put like in the
environment reform. The responsibility is their in the first place. Unfortunately, The United States
of America don’t assume this responsibility. At the Tokyo meeting, regarding the climate, the
USA detained taking the necessary decisions.

The lack of cautiousness regarding the rapid increase of worldwide economy destroys the
ecologic system of the earth. In its last annual rapport regarding the earth’s state, the Worldwatch
Institute from Washington warned again regarding this phenomenon. The researchers from the
institute demand, therefore, a total reorganization of the global economic system to stop the
environment destruction. These changes never meant the giving up of the increase, explains the
Lester Brown Institute manager; just a change of the ways of increase. A global task is that
through education and training people would be able to face the challenges. The leaders of the
USA and Great Britain led their last election campaigns under the motto: “education, education,
education”. The Anglo-Saxon concept of “education” is wider than the German one of instruction
(“Ausbildung” — n.tr.). By “education” it is not understood only the value mediation. A society
needs common values to be accepted. The neoliberalism led to the lost of common values. When
Giinter Grass said in Paulskirche that Germany degenerated in an economic setting, it is only then
when he can be contradicted. The cohesion of a society cannot be mediated by company economic
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values. The pure capitalism, the way Klaus Zwickel stated, the president of IG Metall, destroys the
background of a civil society and endangers democracy. A democracy cannot have as a purpose
the increase of the debts or the maximization of the share value. A democracy has as a purpose to
allow all the people to participate equally at the political life. A new financial and economic policy
serves this aim, which can place in the middle the fight against unemployment. This doesn’t use
globalization to make people feel fear. It sees in globalization a chance to increase the welfare of
all the participants in a global economy. Such policy offers attention and motivation to all the
employees, by their right to participate in taking decisions and co participate at the productive
wealth. The neoliberals had a great contribution in eliminating the motivation among the
employees.

Conclusions

To conclude, for a Europe of the reformed globalization, a policy productivity oriented is in
the same time the stopper Europe needs after the introduction of the unique currency, Euro. The
exchange rates which were used up to then, disappeared after the introduction of the unique
European currency. The European neighboring countries cannot react by the depreciation of their
currency at the ever rapid export excess. One of causes of the increased unemployment in Europe
is the redistribution policy, practiced by the governments. Up down redistribution is not only a
great social injustice, it also leads to a systematic weakness of the internal demand. Without a
strong internal demand, the development situation won’t start moving in Europe. The market
cannot answer the question how we want to live together. Market economy is not a purpose in
itself. It needs a state order. It should be submitted to people’s needs. It solves this task with a
strong effectiveness. Therefore, it would be wrong to submit economy to policy control. This is
where the state socialism failed. But this market economy doesn’t replace democracy. In Europe
we are asked to focus on our humanistic and Christian traditions and to bring our contribution to a
right global economic order. In the centre should be placed a new economic policy which should
be focused on a bearable increase for the environment, on the workforce and which has as an
ethical background human dignity.

The parliament of the global religions, The Council of the former state Presidents and the
Ministers Councils announced, regarding this issue, two dicta. The first one: *“ Each person, no
matter of sex, ethnical origin language, age, nationality or religion, has the obligation of treating
the others humanly.” And the second: “All the people endowed with reason and consciousness
must assume, in the spirit of solidarity, responsibilities towards each person and everybody,
towards the family an communities, races, nations and religions. What you don’t want to happen to
you, don’t do to the others either.”
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REDEFINIREA REFORMISMULUI - UN RASPUNS CORECT
LA SFIDARILE GLOBALIZARII

Alexandru OLTEANU®
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Abstract

Scopul si obiectivele materialului pornesc de la faptul ca, concepria modernda despre ,,problemele globale”,
inclusiv redefinirea reformismului se reclama de la interesul pe care 1l reprezinta azi laolalta si simultan n
congtiinza contemporanilor nostri tot ce influenseaza direct viasa social-economica si politica a nagiunilor,
prosperitatea materialda si progresul spiritual al tuturor membrilor societdrii, independent de sursa factorilor
acelor acriuni sau procese inruritoare, raportul dintre cauza si efect capatand un sens de probleme ale
civilizagiei umane, ce reclama o abordare exclusiv pluri si interdisciplinara.

Cuvinte cheie: globalizare, reformatorii, modernizatorii, depasirea nariunii, devalorizarea frontierelor de
stat, erodarea suveranitarii nagionale, coagulari economice

Introducere

Ne aflam intr-o perioada in care avem nevoie egala de sinteze integratoare si de viziuni
holestice, dar mai ales de redefinirea reformismului ca un raspuns corect la sfidarile globalizarii.

Acest lucru se impune cu acuitate in conditiile problemelor globale grave — economice si
financiare — cu care se confruntia economia mondiala, dar mai ales economiile dezvoltate.

Trebuie sa retinem cd a crescut complexitatea, ceea ce impune o revizuire atat a opticii, dar
mai ales a instrumentelor cu care operam. Gravitatea problemelor globale se accentueaza cu cét ele
continua sa fie abordate Tn termeni traditionali, in optica si cu instrumente utilizate in trecut.
Tntelegerea si stipanirea complexitatii actuale ale globalizarii si efectelor de contagiune ale
economiei mondiale, solicita Tn mod necesar o Tntelegere a lucrurilor, noi concepte, noi paradigme
si noi optiuni.

Numeroase articole din literatura de specialitate trateaza responsabil ca niciodata omenirea
nu s-a confruntat cu atatea aspecte complexe, greu de rezolvat si chiar periculoase.

Stadiul cunoasterii Tn domeniu

Literatura de specialitate abordeaza sub multiple aspecte problema globalizarii si
complexitate problematicii ce o ridica. Asemenea abordari le regasim la: Jean Jaques
Sevan-Schreiber in cartea ,,Sfidarea americana”; Francois Perroux n articolul ,,Le désarment et la
d’estabilisation de I’économie de marche”; Hans Peler Martin si Harald Schuman in ,,Capcana
globalizarii”; Jean-Louis Macchielli Tn ,,Multinationales et mondialisation”; Waget Isabelle Tn
,,Crises et les politiques economiques” etc.

Lucrarea prezentd implicd o dezbatere a necesitatii redefinirii reformismului ca raspuns la
problemele complexe create de globalizare si se constituie o continuare a problemelor abordate de
autor in articole cum ar fi: ,Dimensiunile globalizarii si impactul asupra sectorului
financiar-bancar” (Congresul Academiei de Studii si Arte Roméano-Americane din 2007);

* Prof. univ. dr., Universitatea Nicolae Titulescu
™ Dr. Banca Comerciald Romana
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»Politicile monetare. Conexiuni si influente asupra globalizarii” (Colocviul stiintific international
»Managementul tranzitiei” — Universitatea Valahia — 2006) etc.

REDEFINIREA REFORMISMULUI- UN RASPUNS CORECT LA
SFIDARILE GLOBALIZARII

1. Reformism versus globalizare

Politica economica a ultimilor ani incearca sa dea un raspuns globalizarii crescande a
economiei. Concurenta in amplasamentul economic a fost declansata, iar politica amplasamentului
a devenit cuvantul la moda al ultimului deceniu. Amplasamentul economic din marile tari
europene nu mai este capabil sa faca fata concurentei, spun reprezentantii din economie. Ei afirma
ca s-a ratat dezvoltarea si ca trebuie sa se faca mari eforturi pentru a gasi din nou legatura cu
economia mondiala. Pietele financiare internationale evalueaza euro la un nivel tot mai ridicat, fara
sa li se reproseze faptul ca supraevalueaza euro la un nivel tot mai ridicat.

Timp de ani de zile, nici un orator de festivitati nu a tinut un discurs fara a sublinia
pericolele globalizarii si fara a deplange slaba capacitate de a concura amplasamentul economic
european. In anii 60 Jean Jacques Servan-Schreiber publica cartea ,,Sfidarea americana”, primita
cu entuziasm, prin care atragea atentia in ce priveste pericolul care pornea de la economia
americana. Exista teama ca mari concerne americane vor cumpara firme europene. Astazi este la
moda teama de fenomenul contrar. Acum ne facem griji ca trusturile americane si firmele altor tari
investesc prea putin in Europa. Astazi se spune ca tarile in care se instaleaza ntreprinderi straine
demonstreaza un inalt grad de calititi de amplasament, in timp ce acesta este redus in tarile din
care acestea se retrag.

Expertii europeni, condusi de interese Tn domeniul amplasamentului economic - au
descoperit, pe langa invazia furnicilor galbene-japoneze, un nou pericol: de data aceasta tigrii
asiatici — Tndeosebi chinezii care ameninta economiile nationale ale occidentului. Aceasta discutie
a amutit Tn ultimii ani. Tigrii asiatici au considerabile probleme de concurentd si pot opri
devalorizarea monedei lor nationale doar cu ajutorul comunitatii internationale a statelor. Fondul
Monetar International si Banca Mondiala joaca rolul pompierilor. De trei ori avem dreptul de a
ghici cine va suporta urmarile acestor evolutii gresite din domeniul afacerilor financiare, ale celor
imobiliare si ale afacerilor de credit, care nu pot fi sustinute. Bineinteles ca nu cei care au gresit ar
trebui sa fie singurii care sa raspunda pentru aceasta. Pentru aceste decizii eronate, vor trebui sa
raspunda contribuabilii, clientii bancilor si actionarii.

Problemele financiare actuale din lume — SUA, Europa, Asia — si rolul Fondului Monetar
International dovedesc inca o datid ca acel credo neoliberal al dereglementirii nu este un
panaceu universal. Nu exista nici o indoiala ca pietele financiare sunt globalizate. Dar sperantele
pe care multi experti si le-au pus in circulatia complet liberad a capitalului si cursurile de schimb
flexibile nu s-au adeverit. Pietele financiare internationale nu au nevoie de dereglementari, ci mult
mai mult, de reglementari. Comisia Bretton-Woods condusa de Paul Volcker, fostul presedinte al
Bancii Americane de Emisiune, a facut propuneri in acest sens. Speculantul international de devize
George SOros nu oboseste si cearda reglementarea pietelor internationale in vederea indiguirii
speculatiilor.

Discutia despre globalizare si despre amplasamentul economic in Europa a degenerat intr-o
cearta cu lozinci fara continut. Nu numai inlaturarea reglementarilor a fost ceruta de neoliberali, ci
nainte de toate scaderea costurilor. Se afirma ca, la cresterea globalizarii economiei, economiile
nationale ar putea raspunde doar cu o concurenta pentru impozite cat mai mici pe intreprinderi,
salarii tarifare, prestari sociale si drepturi ale angajatilor cat mai reduse.
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Adeptii scaderii costurilor In Europa au pretins pentru multa vreme ca sunt ,,reformatorii” si
cei care ,modernizeaza”. Tn timpurile trecute, europenii intelegeau prin reforme, hotarari ale
legiuitorului, care erau in favoarea unei majoritati a populatiei. Dupa o reforma, multor oameni
le-a mers mai bine decat Tnainte. Tn documentul sau oficial, intitulat ,,New Global Age”, OECD a
subliniat ,,energia creatoare de bogatie a sistemului economic orientat spre piata, al secolului al
20-lea”. Acesta este marsul dinspre economia sociala de piata spre mizeria de masa. Acesta ar fi
visul despre o societate care cunoaste mai putin bogatia si libertatea si care vede in somaj o soarta
cauzata de propriile greseli. Nu mira deci faptul ca nici o asociatie a intreprinzatorilor din Europa
nu este atat de Tncapatanata sa vada cauza somajului constand Tn prestarile sociale si masurile de
protejare a muncii, cum o fac economistii de la OECD care, la randul lor, stau in elegantul
Arrondissement 16 din Paris pe posturi stabile, foarte bine platite si favorizate de impozite. Este
timpul ca notiunii de reforma sa i se redea sensul originar. Oamenii trebuie sa lege de notiunea de
reforma, schimbarile politice si sociale care sa le ofere sanse mai mari si conditii de viatd mai
bune. Participarea angajatilor la averea productiva este, de exemplu, o reforma care ar fi
trebuit facuta de ani de zile. Tnnoirea ecologici a sistemului de impozitare si de taxe este si ea 0
alta reforma de care avem nevoie pentru Tmbogatirea conditiilor de viata a viitoarelor generatii.
Usurarea muncii de taxe prea mari este si ea o reforma necesara pentru a putea fi oferite din
nou, mai multe locuri de munca. Marirea sumelor acordate pentru cresterea copiilor este o
reforma agsteptata de multi oameni in Europa. Insd, nu numai ca adeptii invataturii gresite despre
competitia pentru scaderea costurilor se numesc reformatori, mai mult, ei se numesc si
modernizatori. Si sensul notiunii de modernizare este schimbata Tn contrariul ei. Tn Europa, ideea
de modernitate este legata de filozofia iluminista. Tn centrul filozofiei iluministe se afla ideea
libertatii individuale a fiecarui om. Filozofia iluminista a fost baza Revolutiei franceze, sub deviza
Liberté, Egalité, Fraternité. Libertatea, egalitatea sanselor si solidaritatea sunt conform acestei
filozofii, fundamentele unei societati moderne. Modernitatea trebuie sa aduca fiecarui om un grad
maxim de libertate, de egalitate a sanselor si de solidaritate sociala. Notiunea de modern nu se
impaca cu reducerea drepturilor angajatilor, cu micsorarea facilitatilor sociale, cu oferta in scadere
de locuri de pregatire profesionala. Notiunea de modem se Tmpaca tot atat de putin cu faptul ca
stirea despre concedierile in masa devine o sarbatoare la bursa. Notiunea de modern se afla la polul
opus fata de doctrina neoliberala. Acest fapt nu este schimbat nici prin aceea ca adeptii ideilor
neoliberale se numesc reformatori si modernizatori. Tn urmarirea obiectivelor lor politice,
modernizatorii si reformatorii din randurile conservatorilor se lovesc de o contradictie de
nerezolvat. Liberalismul de piata, care in mod eronat a fost transfigurat cu eticheta ,,reforma” sau
»modern”, duce la distrugerea valorilor si structurilor traditionale, care pentru conservatorii din
intreaga lume au reprezentat baza activitatii lor. Pretentia la mobilitatea neingradita a angajatilor
sau la munca nelimitata la sfarsit de saptamana distruge familia. Dezintegrarea sociala si pierderea
locului de munca duc la disperare, dependenta de droguri si alcoolism. Faptul ca reprezentantii
partidelor anunta cu emfaza ca ei sunt de fapt reformatorii, se explica datorita intelegerii gresite a
notiunii de reforma. Pe plan mondial a inceput dezbaterea in jurul temei daca neoliberalismul are
raspunsuri potrivite pentru globalizare. Ipoteza fundamentala care sta la baza dezbaterii despre
globalizare este falsa. Avem piete financiare globalizate, dar avem piete regionale de marfuri, ceea
ce Tnseamna piete europene sau americane de marfuri Tn economii nationale, Tn mare masura
inchise. Teza conform careia un miliard de chinezi asteapta sa-l inlature pe angajatul european se
aude si din gura profesorilor. Ea are Tnsa aceiasi calitate intelectuald ca si parola care, timp de
decenii, a fost mentinuta n ciuda adevarului, conform careia ,,Rusul sta in fata usii”.

Marea masa a angajatilor din toate tarile lumii ar vrea sa gaseasca conditii de munca bune
n patria lor. Pentru aceasta, trebuie sa ajutim cu o politica care sa-i lase celuilalt, o sansa corecta
in competitie, astfel ca la sfarsit sa se poata ajuta singur. Si Tn acest caz o politica a scaderii fortate
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a costurilor de productie provoaci pagube grave. Cel care cautd sa alunge de pe piata nu numai
alte intreprinderi, ci si natiuni Tntregi, i obliga pe oameni sa-si caute salvarea in fuga din patria lor.
Ceea ce este valabil si pentru Europa. Daca cucerim piete externe prin dumping salarial, nu trebuie
sa ne mire ca angajatii din aceste tari ne bat in scurt timp la usa. De aceea, tocmai in cadrul
Uniunii Monetare Europene fiecare trebuie sa se intinda cét i ajunge plapuma. Nimeni nu are voie
sa ceara un salariu mai mare decat cel care poate fi céstigat in tara lui, dar pe termen lung nici mai
putin. Politica de scadere fortata a costurilor distruge, prin urmare, Uniunea Monetara, pentru ca fi
forteaza pe ceilalti spre o sfera deflationista.Globalizarea este scuza cea mai des folosita pentru
esecul politicii economice europene. Si in acest caz cifrele sunt fara echivoc. Europa detine un
record Tn ceea ce priveste somajul, datoriile statului si Tmpovirarea angajatelor si a angajatilor cu
impozite si dari. Politica economica si financiara gresita urmeaza credinta falsa ca economiile
nationale trebuie sa reactioneze la globalizare printr-o competitie Tn ce priveste scaderea costurilor
productive. Acesta este Thsa punctul central al Tntregii dezbateri: la cresterea interdependentei
economiilor nationale europene, si chiar si mondiale, nu avem voie sa reactionam printr-o
competitie pentru salarii si prestari sociale cat mai mici, ca si pentru impozite pe intreprinderi si
standarde de mediu cat mai reduse. Tocmai acel "downsizing" al economiilor nationale nu este
raspunsul la globalizare al unei natiuni.

Tot mai multi oameni de stat din Europa recunosc ca aceastd competitie pentru scaderea
costurilor este o greseala. Tn conditiile scaderii veniturilor din impozite, toate statele europene nu
mai pot ntretine infrastructura necesara pentru a promova cresterea si ocupabilitatea. Prin aceasta
devine posibil faptul de a profita de o impozitare favorabild intr-o alta tara, dar de a folosi, in
acelasi timp, toate avantajele infrastructurii din propria tara. Aceasta forma a competitiei n
domeniul impozitelor ar trebui sa fie reglementata prin conventii internationale, ceea ce Inseamna
ca trebuie evitata.

Radicalismul de piata a sedus pe unii Tn a atribui pietii singura functiune de ordonare pentru
comunitatea ntregii lumi. Tn asa fel, Incat Intrebarea, cum vrem sa traim, ar putea si primeasca
raspuns doar de la piata. Aceasta in conditiile in care deja Scoala de la Freiburg considera ca «un
stat puternic este necesar». Un stat care trebuie sa fie in masura «sa creeze un cadru al liberei
concurente si sa impuna o politica permitdnd sa conserve aceasta concurenta». Fondatorul acestei
scoli a fost Walter Eucken. Aceasta doctrina economica s-a impus in vremea lui Ludwig Erhard,
promovata de profesorul de economie din Kéln, Alfred Muler-Armack. Tn mod surprinzitor, bunul
ideatic al scolii de la Freiburg s-a pierdut in mare masura n ultimii ani. Cum altfel am putea sa
intelegem faptul ca cererea pentru un cadru international ordonat al liberei concurente s-a lovit de
atata neintelegere si respingere din partea acestor tari. Asa cum pentru economistii Scolii de la
Freiburg este in afara de orice discutie faptul ca economiei de piata trebuie sa i se alature un cadru
national ordonat, in cazul cresterii europenizarii economiei este un lucru de la sine inteles, de a
cere un cadru ordonat european. De asemenea, este de la sine inteles pentru ca, n cazul
amplificarii globalizarii, sa se ceard un cadru ordonat valabil pentru intreaga lume, in care sa se
poata dezvolta libera concurenta. Radicalismul de piata global este o declaratie de lupta facuta
politicii. Pretentia pentru un cadru international ordonat este, de aceea, n primul rand, cererea de a
reimpune politicul Tn drepturile lui. Avem nevoie de cooperare internationala pentru: stabilizarea
cursurilor de schimb; politica a dobanzilor orientata spre stabilitate si crestere; o reglementare mai
clard a instrumentelor financiare; politici bugetara orientata corespunzator conjuncturii spre
ocuparea fortei de munca; politica corecta a impozitelor; politici comuna a tehnologiilor; carta
sociala internationala; un program global Tmpotriva distrugerii mediului Tnconjurator; intarire
durabila a cererii interne.

Aceasta cerere de cooperare internationala nu este o renuntare la competitie, ci este 0
premisa pentru o liberda concurentd a intreprinderilor. Argumentatia noastrda nu se opune
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competitiei pentru stabilitate mai mare pe piata financiara, o productivitate mai mare, prin mai
multa inovatie si produse mai bune, ci Tmpotriva competitiei absurde a salariilor, a asistentei
sociale, a standardelor de mediu si a impozitelor asupra veniturilor aduse de capital. Putine din
acestea sunt noi in substanta lor, daca ne amintim de competitiile de devalorizare a monedelor din
anii 20 si ’70 si de sfarsitul lor inspaimantator.

Raspunsul corect la globalizare este o competitivitate corecta pe pietele financiare in
ceea ce priveste productivitatea Tntreprinderilor si a standardelor. Avem nevoie de 0 pregatire
buna, de scoli bune, de universitati bune, de institutii de cercetare bune, de o infrastructura buna
n cazul transportului pe sosele si pe calea ferata si in cazul autostrazilor de date. Vrem cea mai
mare productivitate energetica, deoarece cu o tehnica a mediului buna, tara are sanse mari de a
deservii pietele viitorului. Europa trebuie sa fie cea mai bund Tn domeniul dezvoltirii
tehnologiilor de economisire a energiei si Tn dezvoltarea de energii regenerative, deoarece
resursele fosile sunt aproape terminate si generatiile viitoare vor depinde de energiile regenerative.
Daca existd o tema globala, atunci aceasta nu este cea a competitiei gresit intelese a competitiei
amplasamentului economic, ci, aceea a misiunii comunitatii statelor de a lasa generatiilor viitoare
un mediu Tnconjurator in care merita sa traiasca. Si in acest caz, credo-ul neoliberalismului nu are
valabilitate. Dereglementarea standardelor financiare si de mediu ar fi ultimul lucru care ar putea
servi acestui scop. Avem nevoie de standarde de mediu europene si, cum a aratat-o Conferinta la
nivel Tnalt de la Rio sau ultima din Japonia, de Tntelegeri mondiale asupra obiectivelor politicii
mediului, care sa fie respectate cu adevarat de catre comunitatea mondiala a statelor. Numai atunci
cand statele industriale vor reusi sa dezvolte acea tehnologie si acele standarde de mediu care sunt
capabile de globalizare, se va reusi oprirea procesului global de distrugere ecologica. Instrumentul
economiei de piatda pentru atingerea acestor obiective este reforma ecologica a sistemului
financiar, de impozite si de dari. Ea va marca semnalele de pret corecte si va avea ca urmare, mai
multa protectie a mediului.

Cregterea productivitatii energetice este o sansa pentru crearea de noi locuri de munca, cu
ajutorul unor noi tehnologii si a unor noi procedee de productie. Societatile industriale foarte
dezvoltate dispun deja de cunostintele tehnologice si de mijloacele financiare necesare pentru a
transpune in viata reforma mediului. Raspunderea este in primul rdnd a lor. Este regretabil ca
Statele Unite ale Americii nu isi asuma aceasta responsabilitate. La intélnirea la nivel Tnalt de la
Tokyo, referitoare la clima, S.U.A. a impiedicat luarea deciziilor necesare.

Lipsa precautiei Tn cazul cresterii rapide a economiei mondiale distruge sistemul ecologic al
pamantului. Tn ultimul sau raport anual despre starea pamantului, Institutul Worldwatch din
Washington a avertizat din nou in legatura cu acest fenomen. Cercetatorii institutului cer, prin
urmare, 0 restructurare fundamentala a sistemului economic mondial pentru a Tmpiedica
distrugerea mediului Tnconjurator. Aceste schimbari nu au Tnsemnat Tnsa In nici un caz renuntarea
la crestere, explica directorul institutului Lester Brown; doar modalitatile cresterii trebuie sa se
schimbe. O sarcina globala este aceea ca prin educatie si instruire oamenii sa devina capabili sa
faca fata marilor provocari. Conducatorii S.U.A. si Marii Britanii si-au dus ultimele campanii
electorale sub deviza: ,.education, education, education”. Notiunea anglo-saxona de ,,education”
este mai cuprinzatoare decét cea germana de instruire (,,Ausbildung” - n.tr.). Prin ,,education” nu
se Tntelege doar mijlocirea de valori. O societate are nevoie de valori comune pe care si le accepte.
Neoliberalismul a dus la pierderea de valori comune. Atunci cand Giinter Grass spunea n
Paulskirche ca Germania a degenerat intr-un amplasament economic, atunci abia ca poate fi
contrazis. Coeziunea unei societati nu poate fi mijlocita prin valori ale economiei intreprinderilor.
Capitalismul pur, asa cum afirma Klaus Zwickel, presedintele lui IG Metall, distruge bazele
societatii civile si pune Tn pericol democratia. O democratie nu poate avea ca scop cresterea
dobénzilor pe capital sau maximizarea valorii actiunilor. O democratie are ca scop sa permita
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tuturor camenilor participarea Th mod egal la viata politica. Acestui obiectiv Ti serveste o noua
politica financiara si economica, care sa puna pe plan central lupta impotriva somajului. Ea nu
foloseste globalizarea pentru a insufla teama oamenilor. Ea vede in globalizare o sansa de a creste
bunastarea tuturor participantilor la economia mondiala.

O asemenea politica acorda atentie si motivarii angajatilor, prin dreptul de a participa la
luarea deciziilor si prin coparticiparea la averea productiva. Neoliberalii au contribuit la
desfiintarea motivatiei in rAndul angajatilor.

Concluzii

Rezulta ca, pentru o Europa a globalizarii reformate, o politica orientata spre productivitate
este si tamponul de care Europa are nevoie dupa introducerea monedei unice, Euro. Cursurile de
schimb, care avusesera aceasta functie pana acum, au disparut dupa introducerea monedei unice
europene. Statele europene vecine nu vor mai putea reactiona atunci prin devalorizarea monedei
lor la cresterea tot mai rapida a excedentului exportului. Una din cauzele somajului crescut din
Europa este politica de redistribuire, practicata de guverne. Redistribuirea de jos in sus nu este
numai o mare inechitate sociala, ea duce si la o slabire sistematica a cererii interne. Fira o cerere
internd mai puternica, in Europa conjunctura de dezvoltare nu se va pune in miscare. Piata nu
poate raspunde la intrebarea cum vrem sa convietuim. Economia de piata nu este un scop in sine.
Ea are nevoie de o ordine statala. Ea trebuie sa fie in serviciul nevoilor oamenilor. Ea rezolva
aceasta sarcina cu o eficienta inegalabila. De aceea, ar fi gresit si subordonam economia
controlului politicii. Aici a esuat socialismul de stat. Tnsi economia de piata nu inlocuieste
democratia. Tn Europa ni se cere si ne bazim pe traditiile noastre umaniste si crestine si si ne
aducem contributia la o ordine economici mondiala dreapta. Tn centru, trebuie si se afle o noua
politica economica, care se bazeazi pe o crestere suportabila pentru mediul Tnconjurator, pe
ocuparea fortei de munca si care are ca fundament etic, demnitatea umana.

Parlamentul religiilor mondiale, Consiliul fostilor Presedinti de stat si de Consilii de
ministri a enuntat, referitor la aceasta, doua maxime. Prima: ,,Fiecare persoand, indiferent de sex,
origine etnica, limba, varsta, nationalitate sau religie, fiecare are obligatia de a trata pe fiecare om
omeneste”. Si a doua: ,, Toti oamenii Tnzestrati cu ratiune si constiinta trebuie sa-si asume, in
spiritul solidaritatii, raspunderi fata de fiecare si de toti, fata de familie si comunitati, rase, natiuni
si religii. Ceea ce nu vrei sa ti se faca, nu face nici tu altora”.

LESIJ NR. XVI, VOL. 2/2009



Alexandru Olteanu, Madalina Antoaneta Radoi 409

Bibliografie

1. Beck, Ulrich — ,,Ce este globalizarea. Erori ale globalismului — raspunsuri la globalizare”, Ed. Trei,
Bucuresti 2003;

2. Brzezinski, Zbigniew — ,,Marea tabla de sah. Suprematia americana si imperativele sale geostrategice”,
Ed. Univers Enciclopedic, Bucuresti 2000;

3. Dinu, Marin — ,,Globalizarea si aproximarile ei”, Ed. Economica, 2004;

4. Friedman, Thomas L. — ,,Lexul si maslinul. Cum Tnzelegem globalizarea™, Ed. Fundatiei Pro, Bucuresti
2000;

5. Fukuyama, Francis — ,,Viitorul nostru postuman. Consecingele revoluriei biotehnologice”, Ed. Humanitas,

Bucuresti 2004.

LESIJ NR. XVI, VOL. 2/2009



