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Abstract

Crude oil has been a prominent feature of Nigeria’s external sector, and has remained basically the
same since the late 60°’s. The continuous crude oil and gas exploration in the oil producing
communities resulted in environmental degradation which now leads to youth and militia Restiveness
in these communities. This has led to the upsurge in development and marketing of quality
agricultural produce as a means of enhancing the foreign exchange earning capacity of Nigeria.

The performance of Nigeria’s non-oil exports has been impressive in recent years, in order to assess
the situation the paper examines the contribution of the non-oil sector to the Nation’s Gross Domestic
Product using regression analysis.

The paper work recognizes that the non-oil sector can contribute more to the export earnings of
Nigeria than the oil sector if properly managed and also sincere implementation of various policies
aimed at improving the non-oil exports by the various tiers of Governments.
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Introduction

Recent developments in the Nigerian economy had led to the recognition of the
ultimate significance of development and marketing of quality agricultural produce as a
means of enhancing the foreign exchange earning capacity of Nigeria. Simultaneous with this
awareness is the growing concern of adherence to standard in order to maintain a reputation in
the export market. It is therefore imperative that quality and standards are necessary
conditions that must be given adequate attention in order to ensure the sustenance of Nigeria’s
competitiveness in the global market.

Nigeria is very popular in the area of production and export of top quality produce like

Cocoa, Groundnut, Cotton, Gum Arabic, Sesame seed, Rubber, Ginger, mangoes, pineapples,
coffee and host of others. Export markets for these products exist in USA, European Union,
Gulf States, Japan, Singapore, China etc. Nigeria also has an added advantage over major
Agricultural producers and exporters in the Eastern and Southern Africa in terms of fertile
land, proximity to traditional and terminal markets in Europe by Air or by sea.
The advantages are numerous but the question has been whether Nigeria has succeeded over
the years to translate this comparative advantages into gains. This brings us into the problem
of “Quality” and “Standards”. While Quality deals with the inherent nature of the product,
standards reflects the “in use” requirements imposed by the local environment which may
require modifications of the product. (Sasore, 2004)
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